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KEY ACTIVITIES

The Place of Humanities in Research, Education and Society: An
Arab-German Dialogue

 

INTERNATIONAL AGYA CONFERENCE

Digitization and arti�cial intelligence, globalization, agriculture and sustainable resource production in times of

climate change, genome editing and high-tech medicine, are highly topical issues of STEM disciplines (science,

technology, engineering and math). These technological and ecological transformations are increasingly shaping our

everyday lives, and they determine how we will live in the future. Hence, new challenges for society arise, requiring
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philosophers, historians, literary scholars, and artists to provide us the essential knowledge and a variety of

perspectives to re�ect on social change, our ethical values, and norms: the humanities help us make meaning of the

future world and de�ne our place in it.

The international AGYA conference aimed at exploring the potential and challenges of the humanities, engaging

Arab and German key players in a multilateral dialogue.

In the Arab world and Germany, the humanities face common obstacles such as limited access to �nancial resources

or their very relevance being constantly put in question. Speci�cally in the Arab world, the lack of prestige and status

of the humanities make gifted students rather choose a career path in STEM disciplines. A restricted access to

international knowledge production is also an issue in some Arab countries. In Germany, the job market for

graduates of the humanities is comparatively precarious. Therefore, it is time to initiate a transregional dialogue

about the role of the humanities, their standing in the academic �eld, and their impact on society.

What are the most challenging issues in the humanities today? How to teach humanities at universities and high

schools to the next generation and what does it take to bridge the gap between sciences and humanities? What is the

potential of digital humanities? The AGYA conference invited scholars of the humanities, scientists, and university

of�cials from Arab countries and Germany to exchange ideas and share best practices, explore different strategies

and bene�ts of Arab-German cooperation, and discuss the effects of funding policies. Last but not least, the

importance and impact of humanities beyond the academic sphere were debated together with representatives of

cultural institutions, media and funding institutions, policy makers, and creative minds: How to make the knowledge

and the skills associated with the humanities accessible to a broader public?

The conference was organized by the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) in

cooperation with Freie Universität Berlin, Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität

Heidelberg and the American University of Sharjah. AGYA is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education

and Research (BMBF).

The opening event on 8 November was part of Berlin Science Week.

AGYA AWARD FOR INITIATIVES COMMUNICATING HUMANITIES TO THE

PUBLIC

During the conference, a prize was awarded to projects with special achievements in communicating humanities to a

wider public. Following an international call for proposals, ten projects were invited to take part in a poster

presentation during the conference.

The two best proposals/posters (one from the Arab world and one from Germany or another European country)

were honored in an award ceremony on the second day of the conference:

1. Mubtadaa

Mubtadaa is an Egyptian initiative that aims to introduce high school students to critical humanities with hands-on

activities in Arabic.

2. Sawa

Sawa Museum Academy is an educational programme for young professionals in museums in Arabic-speaking

countries and Germany.

Download:
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More information about the AGYA Award (PDF)

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

FRIDAY, 08 NOVEMBER 2019, 6 p.m.–9 p.m.    

Opening Statements and Discussion

‘How to Bridge Sciences and Humanities in the 21st Century?‘

Günter M. Ziegler, President of Freie Universität Berlin

Abdullatif Abuhijleh, President of Birzeit University, West Bank

Musical Interludes

Berlin Oriental Quartet

Reception

Poster Presentation 'AGYA Humanities Award'

Nominated initiatives and projects promoting the role and value of humanities in research,

education and society. Representatives of the nominated projects are present.

SATURDAY, 09 NOVEMBER 2019, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

Keynote I

‘Digital Citizen Media and Emerging Modes of Knowledge Production‘

Randa Aboubakr, Professor of English and Comparative Literature, Cairo University;

Coordinator, Forum for the Study of Popular Culture (FSPC)

Keynote II

‘The Design Turn: Bridging the Humanities and Sciences Divide‘

Claudia Mareis, Professor of Design Theory and Design Research, FHNW Academy of Art and

Design Basel; Deputy Director, Cluster of Excellence "Matters of Activity. Image Space

Material", Humboldt Universität zu Berlin

Workshops I

I.A: Teaching Humanities at Universities

I.B: Teaching Humanities at Secondary Schools

Panel Discussion

Arab-German Cooperation in the Humanities

Workshop II

Translating Knowledge to Society
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Poster Presentation 'AGYA Humanities Award'

Nominated initiatives and projects promoting the role and value of humanities in research,

education and society. Representatives of the nominated projects are present.

Award Ceremony 'AGYA Humanities Award'

SUNDAY, 10 NOVEMBER 2019, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

Panel Discussion II

Funding Research in the Humanities

Workshops III - Disciplinary Perspectives (�ve parallel workshops)

III.A History & Archaeology

III.B Literary & Cultural Studies

III.C Philosophy & Ethics

III.D Law and the Humanities

III.E Gender Studies

Panel Discussion III

Digital Humanities

Keynote III

‘Cultural Heritage at Risk’

Jamila Al-Daily, Director of the Cultural Heritage and Handicraft Museum, National Museum

Sanaa

Report of Workshop Results

Final Discussion

VIEW DETAILED PROGRAM HERE:

Conference Program (PDF)

MEMBERS IN CHARGE

Nuha Al-Shaar

A ra b i c  &  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s

American University of Sharjah, Department of Arabic & Translation Studies
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Beate Ulrike La Sala

P h i l o s o p hy

Freie Universität Berlin, Collaborative Research Center 980 "Episteme in Motion"

Jenny Oesterle

H i s t o r y

University of Passau Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Barbara Winckler

A ra b i c  &  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s

University of Münster Department of Arabic & Islamic Studies
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DATE AND VENUE

08 – 10 November 2019

Freie Universität Berlin

Silberlaube, Hörsaal 1a

Habelschwerdter Allee 45, 14195 Berlin-Dahlem, Germany

Picture by AGYA/Judith Affolter

FIND MORE INFORMATION HERE

Conference Program - PRINT (PDF)

Conference Note (PDF)

About the AGYA Award (PDF)

BERLIN OFFICE

 

The Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA)

at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities

Jägerstr. 22–23

10117 Berlin/Germany

CONTACT

 

+49 30 20370-669

agya[at]bbaw.de

SOCIAL MEDIA

 

Twitter

Facebook

AGYA-INTRANE T

Login Members
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